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sense than those of the fancy and the imagination x. I therefore thought it necessary to fix and determine the notion of these two words, as I intend to make use of them in the thread of my following speculations, that the reader may conceive rightly what is the subject which I proceed upon. I must therefore desire him to remember, that by the pleasures of the imagination I mean only such pleasures as arise originally from sight, and that I divide these pleasures in two kinds : my design being first of all to discourse of those primary pleasures of the imagination which entirely proceed from such objects as are before our eyes2; and in the next place, to speak of those secondary pleasures of the imagination which flow from the ideas of visible objects, when the objects are not actually before the eye, but are called up into our memories, or formed into agreeable visions of things that are either absent or fictitious. The pleasures of the imagination, taken in their full extent, are not so gross as those of sense, nor so refined as those of the understanding. The last are, indeed, more preferable, because they are founded on some new knowledge or improvement in the mind of man; yet it must be confessed, that those of the imagination are as great and as transporting as the other. A beautiful prospect delights the soul, as much as a demonstration; -and a description in Homer has charmed more readers than a chapter in Aristotle 3. Besides, the pleasures of the imagination
1  Akenside's poem on The Pleasures of the Imagination was suggested Toy these papers of Addison's.    Blair, in his Rhetoric, devoted four lectures to a 'critical examination of the style of Mr Addison in Nos. 411, 412, 413, and 414 of the Spectator'.   The MS. Note-Book already referred to (see No. 170) shows with how much care these papers were written.
2  ' Are present to the eye' (folio).
3  The MS. Note-Book already mentioned (see No. 170) has lost several of the first leaves, and opens with this sentence of the first of Addison's papers on the Imagination.   The book contains also the first draughts of Nos. 412, 413, 414, 416, 417, 418, 420, and 421, "but many additions were made before publication.   Of No. 411 the MS. contains only the remainder of this paragraph, and the sentence about Bacon on p. 39 below.